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Professional Summary

Writing: Professional writer for 17 years specializing in educational and youth-oriented publishing: books, textbooks, magazine articles, Web site content, lesson plans, teacher manuals, and copywriting. Author of 25 published books and more than 450 articles with national publishers.


Editing: Seven years experience copyediting and content editing for book packagers, classroom magazines, and English as a Foreign Language (EFL) texts and teacher manuals. Experienced in project management, top editing, and fact-checking. 


Curriculum Development: Developer, writer, and editor of standards-based curriculum and test preparation for social studies, geography, U.S. and world history, EFL, and language arts.


Teaching and Public Speaking: Creative writing and composition instructor, writing workshop teacher, speaker and panelist at schools, and volunteer facilitator for at-risk teen youth group.

Relevant Work Experience

Freelance Writer and Editor, 1992-to present. Clients have included Scholastic, Harcourt, Macmillan/McGraw-Hill, Harper-Collins, Chelsea House, Capstone Press, Steck-Vaughn, Carolrhoda Books, Sopris West, Weekly Reader, Dorling Kindersley (DK), and others. Magazine clients include National Geographic Kids, Cousteau Kids, Boys’ Life, The New York Times Upfront, Junior Scholastic, Choices, U.25, and others. Reported articles have included travel to Barrow and the Pribiloff Islands in Alaska, and to Mali, Niger, and Papua New Guinea to photograph youths and interview them about their lives and culture. Contract editing has included two months onsite at Scholastic’s New York offices in 2001 and one year onsite at Sopris West in Longmont, Colorado.


Managing Editor and Owner, Curriculum Design llc, 1997-2000. Boulder, CO. Managed curriculum development projects for Berlitz International and Scholastic, Inc; developed curriculum materials in a variety of media for classroom use worldwide; managed team that developed, wrote, and produced advanced EFL programs for Harvard Business School; wrote, edited, and managed the production of three children’s multimedia EFL books, music CDs, and audio instruction CDs.
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Associate Editor Junior Scholastic,1993-1995. Scholastic Inc., New York, NY. Researched, reported, wrote, and edited feature articles and history plays for Junior Scholastic, a classroom magazine for middle-school students. Developed standards-based geography program for magazine.


Assistant/Associate Editor Scholastic News, 1992-1993. Scholastic Inc., New York, NY. Researched, reported, wrote, and edited articles and teacher’s edition materials for Scholastic News, Scholastic’s classroom magazines for grades 1-6.

Sampling of Publications

Among books published:


Joseph Stalin: Soviet Dictator. New York: Children’s Press/Scholastic, 2010.

Racecars: The Ins and Outs of Stock Cars, Dragsters, and Open Wheelers. Mankato, MN: Capstone Press, 2010.


Custom Cars: The Ins and Outs of Tuners, Hot Rods, and Other Muscle Cars. Mankato, MN: 2010.

Managing Conflict Resolution. New York: Chelsea House, 2009.

Volcanic Eruptions, Earthquakes, and Tsunamis. New York: Chelsea House, 2007.


The Cloning Controversy. Austin, TX: Steck Vaughn, 2007.


Too Extreme! Breaking Rules, Breaking Records. Austin, TX: Steck Vaughn, 2007.

Bill Clinton. New York: Children’s Press/Scholastic, 2005.


Theodore Roosevelt. New York: Children’s Press/Scholastic, 2004.


John Quincy Adams. New York: Children’s Press/Scholastic, 2003.


The Water Caller, a novel. Austin, TX: Steck-Vaughn, 2003.


Poland. Minneapolis: Carolrhoda Books, 1999.


Australia. Minneapolis: Carolrhoda Books, 1999.

Among articles published:


“The Truth Behind the New Movie: Monsters vs. Aliens.” National Geographic Kids, March 2009.

“Mellow of the Manatees.” Cousteau Kids, 2009.


“Concussions: The Invisible Injury.” Scholastic Choices, April 2009.

“Tests of Fire.” U.25, Summer 2008.

“Escape to Alcatraz.” Boys’ Life, October 2007. 


“Sink the Bismarck!” The New York Times Upfront, November 2002.
Among curriculum projects collaborated on:


Teacher Resource Guide for LANGUAGE! 4th Edition, Sopris West, 2008; Managing Editor.

Shark Tale language arts program, Scholastic Marketing Partners, 2004.
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Other Credits


Podcast interview: running back Brian Calhoun. U.25, Spring 2007.


Photo credits: “Out of Africa.” Boys’ Life, January 2001.


Photo credits: “Blue People of the Sahara.” Junior Scholastic, May 8, 2000.
Education


Lawrence University, Appleton, WI. Bachelor of Arts, Slavic Languages and Literature, 1985. Summa Cum Laude; Phi Beta Kappa.

Memberships

Society of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators, 1997-present.


Colorado Authors’ League, 2004-present.


The Authors Guild, 2007-present.
Awards

“Drain on the Brain,” Scholastic Choices, October 2006. MADD Media Awards 2007 winner of the Trade Magazine: Underage Drinking Issues category; Mothers Against Drunk Driving.


Theodore Roosevelt: America’s 26th President, New York: Children’s Press/Scholastic, 2004. Colorado Authors’ League annual award for best children’s nonfiction.


Kenya, Minneapolis: Carolrhoda Books, 1999. CBC/NCSS selection: “Notable Social Studies Books for Young People 2000.”

Other Experience and Interests

Researcher, Audubon Society’s Seabird Restoration Project, Matinicus Rock, ME, 1994-2001.


Research Assistant, Pitcairn Islands Scientific Expedition, under auspices of the Royal Geographic Society, (July-October 1991).


Research Assistant, Saint Helena Island Project, Queensland, Australia, under auspices of Queensland Department of Parks and Wildlife, (1989-1990).


Adventure travel (6 continents, 48 countries), natural history, ornithology, outdoor sports, literature and children’s literature, U.S. and world history, current events.


